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Voters draw a hard line on political defections: most consider
party-switching unethical, favour mandatory resignation
before switching, and believe existing safeguards are too weak
to protect democratic mandates.
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Ql:Howdoyouview politicians changing political parties after being elected?

Right / Acceptable Wrong and Unethical | Don’tknow/Can’t Say
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Q2:How wouldyouratethe currentanti-defectionlaw (law against party
switchingby electedrepresentatives)?

Neither
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Q3:InRajyaSabhaelections,should MLAsbe allowedto vote accordingto their
personalbeliefs and conscienceinstead of following their party'sinstructions?

Yes No Don’t know [/ Can't say

BYes @ No @ Don'tKnow
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Q4:IfanMP/MLA wantstoleavethe party onwhosetickethe/shewaselected,
whatshouldhe/shedo?

Resign from the seat first
and then join another

party

Join %: group and merge

: . Don’'tk Can't
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Q5:If anMP/MLAresigns from his/her seat,should aby-pollbe held?

o Yes, but No, runner-up
Yes, likeis i
recover costof| should be No, keep seat | Don’t know [
current :
ractice by-poll from | declared as vacant Cantsay
P MP/MLA new MP/MLA

B Yes, like current practice W Yes, recover cost from MP/MLA B No, runner-up declared MP/MLA Il No, keep seat vacant
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Q6:If anMP/MLA resigns fromhis/herseat,shouldhe/shebe allowedto contest
theby-election?

Yes No Don’t know [ Can't say

B No @ Yes B Don'tKnow
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Q7:If apoliticianchanges parties after being elected, should voters support
him/herinfuture elections?

Yes

Depends on the
reason for
changing parties

Don’t know / Can't
say

No
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Q8:Inyouropinion,whatisthe mainreason politicians change parties?

Personal . . .
. . Differences | Pressure Genuine To gain
financial . .
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Q9:Doyouthinkthe Speaker of alegislative house candecide party-switching
casesfairly andimpartially?

Yes Rarel No — therole
Sometimes — y should be Don't
Speakers Speakers tend . .
depends on giventoan | Know/Can't
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. the individual . independent Say
independently ruling party body
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Q10:Whatisyour viewonallegations of organised defection-engineering by
ruling parties?
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Snap Poll-Politicians Crossing Floor
Key Findings (Summary)

Q1. Party-switching viewed aswrongby alandslide

e 67.8%overallcallitwrongandunethical;only16.2%finditacceptable.

e Thecondemnationisconsistentacrossallgroups —nosegmentdipsbelow 56%
callingitwrong.

e SC/Ddalitsshowthehighesttolerance (26%finditacceptable), whilethe"Others"
castegrouphasthelowesttolerance (79.2%say it'swrong).

e Oppositionvoters(74.4%)aremoredisapprovingthanNDA voters (62.7%).

Q2: Anti-defectionlaw seenasweak

e Astriking62.1% combinedview thelawas"very weak"or"somewhatweak.”

e Only10.7%seeitasstronginany degree.

e SC/Dalits (57.4%say"veryweak")andthe 45-54 age group (52.9%) are the most
critical.

e Urbanrespondentsaremorelikelytocallit"veryweak" (50.2%) thanrural (41.5%).

Q3:MLAsvotingby conscienceinRajyaSabha: majorityinfavour

e 57.4%sayyes:MLAsshouldbefreetovoteaccordingtotheir personalconscience-a
view thatcutsacrosspartylines.

e SC/Dalitsarenotably the mostsupportive (71.6% yes), while Scheduled Tribes are
themostopposed (36.6% no-theonly group whereNo nearly tiesYes at 30.5%).

e NDAvoters(63%)aremoreenthusiasticthan Opposition voters (52.6%).

Q4:Strong mandatetoresignbefore switching

e 66.2%sayanMP/MLAshouldresigntheirseatfirstbeforejoininganother party.
e Only16% supportthe"two-thirds merger”route.

e 55+agegroupisthestrongestadvocateforresignation (71.7%).

Q5 & Q6:By-elections: nuanced butleaningtoward accountability
e 472%supportby-electionsascurrent practice;another 35.4% wantthembutwith
the costrecoveredfromtheresigningMP/MLA -together 82.6% supportholdinga
by-election.
¢ YetonQ6,45.6%saytheresigningMP/MLAshould NOTbeallowedtocontestthe
very by-electiontheytriggered.Only 37.7% say they should be allowedback.

Q7:Votersunwillingtoforgive party-switchers

e 62.6%sayno,theywouldnotsupportaparty-switcherinfuture elections.

e Only13% wouldsupportthem.15.4% say it"dependsonthereason”-showingsome
nuance.

e 55+voters(74.5% say no)arethe mostunforgivingdemographic.
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Snap Poll-Politicians Crossing Floor
KeyFindings (Summary)

Q8: Personalfinancialgainseenasthedominantmotive
e Adominant55.9% cite personalfinancialgain/inducements asthe mainreason
politicians switch parties.
e "Togainpower orjoingovernment”comessecondat15.8%.
e Genuineideologicaldifferencesarebelieved by only13%,andagenuinechangein
beliefsbyjust2.4%.

Q9:Speaker'simpartiality questioned

o 34.4%believe Speakersactindependently. Acombined 37.1% say Speakers either
"rarely” actimpartially orthattherole should gotoanindependentbody.

e Muslimrespondentsarethemostsceptical (only 25.2% trust Speakers; 36.2% say
theyrarely actfairly).

e NDAvoters(36.5%)aresomewhatmoretrusting of Speakersthan Opposition
voters (31.2%).

Q10:Organised/defection-engineering: divided butsceptical

e Thelargestgroup (30.7%) callsitasystematicandrealphenomenon,butthereis
substantialuncertainty;29.6% don't know.

e Only14.9%dismissitasoppositionpropaganda.

e Oppositionvoters(35.3%)are morelikelytocallitsystematicvs NDAvoters (27.3%).

e Urbanrespondents(36.9%callitreal)are more aware/alarmedthanrural (28%).

Key takeaways:

o There is near-universal moral disapproval of party-switching, cutting across
caste, region, and party lines.

o The anti-defection law is widely seen as ineffective in the current context;
public demand for reform is clear.

o The public strongly favours the '"resign first" norm and wants to exclude
defectors from facing the by-election.

o Cynicism about motives (money, power) is overwhelming; fewer than 3%
believe in genuine ideological reasons.

o The Speaker's role is contested, with plurality support for an independent
adjudicator.
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